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The PRESTDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING IN OF
MEMEERS.

The PRESIDENT: I am prepared to
swear-in the Hon. J, Cornell who was re-
turned for South Province at the biemninl
election.

Hon. J. Cornell took and subscribed the
oath and signed the roll.

The PRESIDENT: 1 have received the
return of a writ for the vacaney in West
Province caused by the acceptance by the
Hon. W. H. Kitson of the offiece of Chief
Secretary showing that William Henry
Kitson has been duly elected. I am pre-
pared to swear-in the bon, member.

Hon. W. H, Kitson took and subseribed
the oath and signed the roll.

QUESTION—ALBANY FREEZING
WORKS.

Hon. H. H. HALL asked the Chicf
Secret'lry. 1, What amount of eapital has
been subseribed to the Albany Freezing
Works? 2, What is the amount advanced
to this project by the Government?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Information not available. 2, Nil

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On wmoiion by Hon. J. M. Macfarlane,
leave of absence for six consecutive sittings
granted to Hon. A. M. Clydesdale (Metro-
politan-Suburban) on the ground of il-
health.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

Election of Hon. J. Cornell.
THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, W.
H. Kitson—Waest .[4.39]: T move—

That the Hon. J. Cornell be re-elected to the
position of Chairman of Committees.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon. A. THOMSON : I second the motion,
Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sizth Day.
Debate resumed from the 25th Aunguse.

HON. ¢, H. WITTENOOM (South-East)
[4.40]: I should like to preface my remarks
with an expression of sympathy for those of
our number who lost their seats in the recent
eleetions, [ should also like o wish the new
members, Mr. Heenan and Mr. Wood, a use-
ful and happy career in this Chamber. [
have already extended my congratulations
to them personully. In the few remarks I
have to offer on the motion for the adoption
of the Address-in-reply, I intend to confine
myself to matters mentioned in the Lient.-
Governor’s Specch. Barly in the Speech
reference was made to the Premicr’s Confer.
ence. It is pleasing that the Minister for
Works, Mr. Millington, was able to go to
Adelaide at very short notice and do what
he could in the interests of this State. We
have reason to be pleased with the sucecss-
ful efforts of the Premicrs to recover some of
the money contributed by way of the petrol

tax. Judging by the remarks of the Prime
Minister, the Federal Government ap-

parently tntend to continue exploiting every
avenue of taxation as they have been doing
in the past. We may not like the system ol
accepting grants from the Commonwealth;
they are too much like hegging, but we shall
hava to continue to aceept them. Last year
we received by way of grants from the
Commonwealth something like £900,000. As
all the States are ¢lamouring for grants, we
shnll have to do the same, even if this system
leads to unifieation, which is the last thing
we wish to see. T am afraid it will come to
unification unless we go on pegging away at
the Cominonwealth year after year. I hope
that the Government realise the disabilities
heing suffered by the farmers, more particu-
larly those in the northern areas, and I hope
that the assistanee for them will be inereased.
Provided rain comes very soon, the farmers
wil} certainly get some relief from the in-
erease in the price of wheat, but unfortu-
nately most of the farmers are so involved
that any relief they get from the enhanced
price of wheat, or most of it, will go to their
creditors. When visiting the farming areas,
I have been struck by the number of very
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old horses in the teams used by farmers, and
also by the large amount of worn-out maeh-
tnery. How some of the farmers have been
able to put in their erops under such diffi-
cult conditions, I am at a loss to understand,
and unfortunately their difficulties will be
increased when harvest time arrives, because
anything in the way of stoppages, which
must occur through using old horses and
worn-ont machinery, will cause incaleulable
loss. The farmers must veceive assistanee
from the State and from the Commonwealth,
and that assistance should take the form of
long-term loans bearing no interest, or very
little interest, The Government have congrat-
ulated themselves on the employment posi-
tion. So far as T ean judge, they have done
well in coping with the problem of unem-
ployment during the last three years, It is
pleasing to find that so few men ar: un sus-
tenance or part-time employment at present.
During the week before last T listened to
speeches hy Government supporters in an-
other place, and from them it appeared that

the policy of the Government is to
provide full-time work for all sus-
tenance men  duying the coming year.

Certainly no one will be more pleased
than I shall he if work can be found for
everyhody, provided that at the end of
the three years we are not again faced with
a hopeless defieit, which would re-act un-
favourably not only upon the unemployed
hut also upon persons in employment. I
should like to ask, where are the present
unemployed? 1 know that farmers try-
ing to get men to work on their places
cannot secure them. Recently I myself
tried to get a man, and although I was sue-
ceasful in the end il took me quite a long
time to obtain one. Half of the men from
the Labhour Burean are incapable of doing
farm work. As regards women and girls,
one can advertise in the Press until one is
blue in the face almost, but they will not
leave Perth. They will not go into the
country. This morning I heard of a case
where a notice was put in the window of a
shop stating that a girl’s scrvices were
availuble, and I understand that hundreds
ol people applied for this girl to eome to
them for domestic work. Preswmnably she
got a joh. If unemploved persons and
sustenance workers applied to the Govern-
ment for positions, they should he told for
a start that they must zo into the country
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for some of the jobs offering there. Fven
married men should not be kept in the
eity on work which is not entirely repro-
duetive. If money is io be found to place
everybody in work—and this will require
a large amount—I hope a good deal of it
will be spent in the eountry for the pur-
pose of improving conditions among the
farming community. There are railwavs
which eould be built, thus abserbing many
men. I am one of those who have been
rather opposed to the reclamation work
being done on the Swan River. I must
confess, however, that when one goes out
along Mounts Bay Road one eannot help
admiring the difference this work has made
to the appearance of the city of Perth.
Moreover, mosquitoes have disappeared in
a most remarkable manner; they are not
anything like so bad as they used to be
a year ago. In fact, I have not seen a
mosquite net for over a year in the dis-
triet where I live.

Hon. C. . Baxter: The season has been
against the mosquitoes. That is the main
thing. .

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: I repeat, it is
quite a long time since I have seen a mos-
quito net. Undoubtedly the pest has been
minimised to a large extent. I hope the
Government will not proceed further with
reclamation work either at the Causeway
or further down the river—I saw in the
Press recently that more reclamation work
is to be done in the latter locality. So
tuch reclamation having been done at the
Causeway, it should stop now. I would
be sorry to see any more work of that
kind carried out further down the river.
While I would not like to see a great deal
of money spent in the city, T am certainly
not opposed to the construction of essen-
tial hridges and public works therc—pro-
vided they are essential. The girls® school
to he opened this week, it has heen ascer-
tained by Mr. Thomson, has cost some-
thing over £70,000. I agrec that that
school is an essential work. TUnquestion-
ably it is a fine building. I have heard,
however, that extensive swimming bathg
are to be added. That I consider would be
wrong, especially as the school s
within a stone’s throw of the river. Like
ather members who have spoken in the de-
hate, I am strongly of opinion that a new
building should be erected to roof the
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Agricultural Department; but before that
is dome T would like it to bhe defi-
nitely ascertained, onee for all, whether
a  sufficiently large Dblock ean  be
secured for the ercetion of haildings
of this kind as they are required. It would
he absolutely eriminal to go on putting up
separate buildings on blocks just large
enough to held one sct of premises. Fvery
effort should he made to find sufficient land
to carry all the Government buildings re-
quired.

Hon. J. Nicholson: What about raising
the height of the present buildings?

Hon. C. 1. WITTENOOM: That might
serve, but even then a huge block of land
would he needed. Sueh a block should
have been seeured ever so long ago. There
has been lack of foresight on the part of
suecessive Governments. QOne of the most
substantial monuments of lack of fore-
sight in Western Australia is the railway
communication between Perth and Gerald-
ton. TIn the early nineties, when the Mid-
land Railway was finished, the com-
pany ran it for a few years and
lost a considerable amount of money.
If I remember rightly, the railway was then
offered to the Government on reasonable
terms.  The Government then should have
bought the line and built feeder railways
over the country through which the Wongan
Hills line now runs. Tor many years the
Midland Railway Company paid no divi-
dends. It only started to pay dividends after
the Wongan Hills line hnd been constructed.
Geraldton, as the result of the Wongan
Hills railway, lost most of the northern
zoldfields trade. which, instead of going
through the pert of Geraldfon, went from
Perth over the Wongan Hills line. The
Government built the harbour at Geraldton
—too late, of eourse, Had that harbour been
constructed prior to the Wonpan Hills rail-
way, Geraldton would now he a happy,
prosperous, flonrishing town, and the de-
eentralisation poliey for which we are all
looking would be well in operation. Re-
cenftly T was told that even the Geraldton
harbour is not wholly a success, that ship
masters are dissatisfied with it. I think I
remember that when the harbour was first
opened, a couple of ships—some of the very
first ships to come in—were damaged not
outside the harbour but inside it. What is
it that is wrong with Western Australian
harbours, except that at Fremantle, which

[COUNCIL.)

we know to be a suceess? Apparently there
are no iniricate problems eonnected with
the Geraldton harbonr, which has been built
in a perfectly good roadstead, onc protecred
by Point Moore and a ‘thoroughly well-
defined line of reefs exeept in the novth-
western aspect, where it is open to strong
winds and swells, In the case of Geraldton
the engineers employed may not have heen
expert harbonr engineers, though probably
good road or bridge engineers. Whatever
happened, they built a harbour which appar-
ently is not a suceess. Being Western Ans-
tralian born, I am somewhat ashamed to
say I have never been to Bunbmry, Triue,
I have seen Bunbwry on my way to Cellie
for the purpose of inspecting machinery.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You have never heen
fo the Mecea of Western Australia!

Hon. C. H, WITTENQOM: I bope in
the near future to have a look at Bunbury.

Hon, J. Nicholsen: Better make a pil-
grimage there as soon as possible!

Hon, ¢. H. WITTENQOM: Anyway, |
understand that the same thing as applies
to Geraldten applies also to Bunbury,
Everything seems to be wrong with Bun-
bury harbour, from what I have been told.
I: is stated that Bunbury harbour is silfing
up, and that unless dvedges are kept em-
ployed, there will speedily be no harbour
left. [t is also stated that unless a bigger
dredge is sent theve, the harbour will be
lost altogether.

Heon. L. Craig: Your information i= about
three years old.

Hon. C. H. WITTENQOM: The informa-
tion was given te me well within three years.

Hon. L, Craig: Yes, bot jt was three years
old when you got it.

Hon. C. H. WITTEXOOM: Bunbury har-
bour appears to have been built without
the advice of an expert harbour engincer
being obtained. Such an engineer might
Lave got over the silting, which means the
expenditure of a terrific lot of money on
the barbour. Surely the Government could
get hold of a harbour engineer who could
slop the silting, or scheme out another

harbour. As we know, hoth Geraldton and
Bunbury need harbowrs. In one season
Geraldton sent away 2,000,000 hags of

wheat, and Bunbury sent away a large quan-
tity of wheat besides other exports such
as timber. As regards Adbany harbour, I
am indeed pleased to be able to state that
up to date the mistakes whieh I have men-
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tioned have not been made there, the reason
heing that nothing has been done at Albany.

Hon. A, Thomson: And that is the only
reason,

Hon. C. H. WITTENOQOM: At Albany
the shipping is served by a couple of old
jutties—very old jetfies indeed. In the long
jetty one sces hardly a pile which has not
been duplicated. Certainly, though, the new
wing is all right, The Albany jetties can
herth five vessels with drafts up to 32 feet.
The lowest depth is that alongside the town
Jjotty, 25 feet. At present, therefore, facili-
ties at Albany are comparatively satisfac-
tory.  Nevertheless, the Albany harbour,
like our other harhours, requires a great
deal of maintenaner, which represents a big
drag on the railways. The Albany jetties
will not last much longer, and meantime will
eost a considerable amount for renewals.
That is a point which must receive care-

ful cousideration, as shipping at Al-
bany is likely to incrcase very fast
indeed. The freezing works which will

be opencd there shortly will certainly
attract o good deal more tonnage as the
years go on. The same factor will mean the
apening-up of a great deal more land in that
distriet. Thousands of acres of new land
will be needing superphosphate. There is
no doubt that before long one of the super-
phosphate companies will be erecting works
there, as has heen done at Bunbury.

Hon. L. Craig: You mean that you
hope so.

Hon. €. H. WITTENOOM: T say so
definitely. Of course we know that it will
not be long before bulk handling facilities
will be available for that port as well. T
hope the Govermment will give eareful con-
sideration to the future of this harhour. [
do not suggest that ail these improvements
should take place at once, but that an
engtneer should be sent there to plan out
facilities, such as wharves, which will cope
with the extra shipping we know will come
along. There is no problem whatever at
Albany, no silting or big swells. I said
there had been no dredging. As a matter
of fact, a dredge did come to Albany on its
way from the Eastern States te Fremantle
16 vears ago. Tt dredged the harbour to 32
feet, and I can tell members that the har-
hour is still 32 fect.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: The entrance is only
30 fect. is it not?

Hon, C. H. WITTENOQOM : That is quite
wrone, It is one of the finest natural har-
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hours in the world. What is needed is a
comprehensive seheme that will provide for
improvements in a small way at first—some-
thing that will provide facilities {for a couple
of ships to begin with, and will allow for
herths to be added from time to time. Now
I want to refer to the position of vermin in
this State, more particularly dogs and foxes.
The reason I wish to refer fo this matter is
that, as far as I ean gather, the Government
intend to do away with the bonus on foxes
altogether and to reduce the bonus on dogs.
I hope that is not the intention of the Gov-
ernment because the mortality amongst
sheep and lambs from the depredations of
these vermin is growing worse every year,
and if not ehecked will interfere n great deal
with the growing fat-lamb industry. Men
have eomplained that they go on to their
blocks in the morninge and find from five to
ten lambs destroyed. The only way to deal
with thesc pests is to retain the present
bonus or to inerease it

Hon., L. Craig: Taxation would have to
he inereased.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: But not from
the farmers and pastoralists. A few years
ago pastoralists used to pay a tax of 1d. on
the unimproved vaolue of the land and
farmers a halfpenny. That brought in a
big sum of money to pay these bonuses.
Later, when the depression eame, the farm-
ers could not afford to pay and the amount
was halved, with the result that fewer
sealps came in, Later the tax was raised
and more sealps were secured, which shows
that the only way to deal with the animals
is by getting the money from somewhere
and rewarding those people who bring in
the sealps. It should not be left wholly
in the hands of the pastoralists and farm-
ers; that would he wrong. It should be
a naticnal matter, the money coming partly
from the State and partly from the Federal
Goverament. The reason I suggest a con-
tribution from the Federnl authorities is
this: Some years ago the reward for dogs’
skins in the Northern Territory was 5s,
whereas in Western Australia it was £1.
The consequence was that hundreds of
skins eame from the Northern Territory
to this State and we were thus paying for
the destruction of dogs in Commonwealth
territory. Referring to the fat-lamb indus-
try, 1 should like to say that it is going
to hecome inereasingly important with the
passage of time. The year before last



<98

140,000 sheep and lambs—nearly all lambs
—were sent away, Last year the season
was not quite so good, and it was antiei-
pated that fewer lambs would be exported.
It was expeeted that about 70,00¢ would be
despatched. Nevertheless, by the end of
the season 170,000 had been exported.
mostly lambs, Everybody knows that these
lambs have had a wonderful reception in
the markets abroad, and have been favour-
ably eompared in every way with lambs
from New Zealand and Vietoria. I men-
tion this to impress upon members whal
an important industry this is, and to point
out that there is no doubt it will
develop into one of the biggest export in-
dustries in the State as time goes on.
Amongst other things its growth will cre-
ate a market for our surplus stoek. It
will alse create a demand for labour, not
only at the freezing works, which will
employ many men, but on the railways, and
will provide employment for lumpers,
truek-drivers, and, in fact, for people of
almost every trade. The growth of the
industry has done a great deal for New
Zealand., If these works at Albany are
developed, as I am sure they will be, iff
will increase the value of the land down
the Great Southern and even in the sounth-
western areas. It has already increased
the value of land in the vicinity of Albany,
People will be induced to come from the
Bastern States to Western Australia, where
they will be able to make their homey
onder climatic conditions such as exist
only in the southern parts of Western Aus-
tralia. Initial difficulties in the growing
of suitable pastures have been overcome as
a result of experiments carried out by the
farmers from Geraldton to Albany over a
long period, but more could he done, and I
suggest that an experimental farm should
be established chiefly to afferd farmers
some knowledge of ecrossbred sheep, and
the development of pasture. A farm. of
that sort could be cstablished at Mt. Bar-
ker, which is in a favourable position, and
which I feel confident is going to he the
centre of a pgreat lamb-producing area. I
want now to refer to the Albany freezing
works. Last week a momber in this House
tabled a question as to how muech money
had been supplied to the freezing works
by the Government. The answer, of course,
was “Nil,” and T can assure members

[COUNCIL.]

that we have not asked for any. But I
bave pleasure in informing that hon. mem-
ber that we have asked the Government
for something—mnot finance—and the Gov-
ernment have given us assistance withirp
reason. I take this opportunity of expres-
sing the appreciation of the directors of
the services rendered by the Minister for
Agriculture (Hon. F, J. 8. Wise) and the
assistanee given to us now by the Transport
Board.

Hon. L. Craig: I am not sure you are
not aecepting an office of profit.

Hon. C. H. WITTENCOM: One of the
chief dilficultics in connection with the trans-
port of lambs which we have experienced
has heen that of moving them from the
farms to the freezing works, and in this re-
spect T am going to quole one instance—
although there are others—that of the trans-
port from Borden and Ougerup. These
towns are approximately between 72 and 50
miles from Albany. The road is perfeetly
good and the conveyance of the lambs by
motor lorry involves a journey of about
four hours. By rail, however, the distance
is 132 miles and the journey takes as long
as 12 and even up to 16 hours, We applied
to the Transport Board for permission te
convey the stock by road and having been
granted permission, the difficulty was partly
overcome. This the directors of the freezing
works appreciate very much. It was recog-
nised that it would take two or three years
to huild the necessary trucks owing to the
distance of the Midland Junction ahattoirs
from the port of Albany, and consequently
the people of the Great Southern have been
rather shy about going in for the raising
of lambs. Anyway, we are very pleased
with the cncouragement we have received
and with the promises of support. The
works at Albany will begin operating on
Monday, though, of course, we will not re-
ecive the number of lambs that, under better
conditions we might have expected. An-
other matter I wish to bring under notice
relates to hospitals. When the hospital tax
was imposed a few vears ago, it was gener-
ally thought that there would not be any
neced for further hegging. What do we find?
Take the Albany hospital. It is an entirely
Government inatitntion, hut the position
there is about as bad as it could possibly be.

Hon, A. Thomson: Tt is one of the worst
hospitals in the State.
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Hon. C. H. WITTENOOAL: That is quite
true, though it is not the fault of the staff.

Hon. G. W. Miles: It may be the worst
in the southern portion of the State.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: The few
wards that are there are totally unsuitable,
while the quarters for the staff are worse.

Hon. A. Thomson: The building is en-
tirely out of date.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: It has not
been altered in any way. The Lotteries
Commission, consequent upon an application
being made to them, have given us £1,000,
but that is insufficient. The hat is still
heing passed round, as we require another
£1,000. A little while ago, an appeal was
made, known as Stew Sunday. We were
asked to forgo our roast duck and put the
difference into the fund. People nall over
the place were invited to do this, but only
a paltry amount was raised. This shows
that people object to paying the tax and
having the hat passed round too. In all the
circumstances, seeing that onr hospitals must
be maintained, the only way out seems to be
to increase the tax, When the hat is passed
round, it means that only a few people sub-
seribe, and the rest give nothing. I wish to
make one or two remarks about the position
of pastoralists. From my experience, and
information T have gathered, T should say
we are passing through one of the worst
droughts ever known in Western Australia.
It extends from below the Lower Murchison
to the Kimberleys. Most of us, except young
members, will remember the bad drought of
1891, and also the had one of 1914, but the
losses which growers have sustained this
year are greater than were snstained on
either of the other two oceasions, despife
the fact that the stations are better divided
up, have more wells, and are probably bet-
ter managed. In the case of one station
which shore 18,000 sheep Iast wvear, the
owner will be satisfied if he can shear 5,000
this year, and half that number will be
shorn at the wells on tarpaulin sheets. There
are many stations between Yalgoo and Cue,
where the comparatively few sheep are shorn
at the wells on sheets, The sad part is that
in many instances station-owners have been
breeding up some of the finesi flocks in
Australia for the past 30 or 40 years. They
have been doing their best to save their

flocks, and have spent thousands of
pounds on chaff, oats, DMeggitts nuts
and the like in the hope of saving
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a fair percentage of iheir well-bred
sheep.  Unfortunately nearly all  the
pastoralists are suffering in the =ume way,
some more acutely than oihers. When the
drought is over, it will be diflicnlt to buy
sheep with which to restock the properties.
In normal times there arce supposed to be
5,000,000 north of Geraldton, hut it is sug-
gested that only 3,000,000 are now left.
That may he an exaggeration.

Hon. A. Thomson: T do not fhink it is.
Probalbly not more than 2,000,000 sheep arc
now left up there.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM: It is sog-
gested that two-fifths of the number have
died. We know there has heen wreat mor-
tality amongst farmers' fiocks in the south,
owing to the late season and lack of water.

Hon. E. H. Angelo: The preatest Iosses in
the North have been amongst the ewes.

Hon. C. H. WITTENOOQM: We know the
Government are giving this matter very
grave consideration, and are working in
conjunction with the l’astoralists’ Associa-
tion, who know all the details. They are also
providing cheap freights on the railways
and steaners for the transport of chaff, oats,
Megrzitt’s nuts, ete. That help is much ap-
preeiated. I do not propose fo suggest what
the Government should do. I take it each
case will be considered on its merits, In
some instances, rents will have to be re-
mitted, nnd some pastoralists will have to
apply for assistance from the Agricultural
Bank. Mr, Piesse referred to a certain
apparatus which is attached to motor cars
with the object of limitingy their speed to 45
miles per hour. Many aceidents, collisions
and the like have occurred recently through
people exceeding a reasonable speed limit.
[ am in accord with what Jr. Piesse said on
the subject. The other day T travelled from
Katanning to Wagin with him. Flis ear had
this apparatus on it, and T found the specd
quite fast enough. I support the remarks
My, Piesse made about the Albany High
School. The institution i= a great eredit to
the headmaster and staff, and ihe people of
Albany are fortunate in having such a good
school in their midst. 1 am strengly in
favour of hizh schools. 1 hope that when
money is available one will be establizhed
at Narrogin. The position there is an
ideal one. and the elimatic conditions
are all that could be desired.

Hon, . What abont Xatan-
ning?

Nicholson:
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Hon. C. H. WITTENOOM : That is only
a hundred miles from Albany, and already
many children from there go to the Albany
school.

Hon, H. V. Piesse: There is no water at
Katanning,

Hon. A. Thomsoen: And there is not muel
at Narrogin.

Hon, C, H. WITTENOOQOM: Places along
the Great Southern rnilway line, with the
exception of Wagin, are in a terrible state
for want of water. Pingelly was in a bad
way last year, and will be in a dreadful con-
dition this year if sufficient rain does not
fall.  Not only is there very little water
there now, but such water ag there is, is bad.
Last year Narrogin was practically on its
beam ends, and the town was almost at a
standstill for lack of water. Albany is wall
provided with good water, but the pipes are
not big enough to convey from the reservoir
all the water required by the town. The
scheme is also over-eapitalised, 'The Govern-
ment should render te these people all the
assistance they possibly ean. T was in
Katanning the other day and had a look at
the dam. The ecapacity of the dam is
32,000,000 gallons, but it had only 2,000,000
gallons in it when T saw it, althongh we are
almost at the commencement of cur summer.
What the town will do during the cnsuing
saummer I do not know. I know what things
were like there at the end of last summer. Tt
is not for me to make soggestions to the
Government, but I do think these towns
should all he considered by the authorities
in respeet of thoir water supplies. When
there is anything in the way of a shortage
of waler, these towns suffer very mueh. T
hope earnest consideration will be given to
this very impartant matter,

HON. E. H. H. HALL {Central) [5.23]:
I wish to associate myself with the senti-
mentg that have been expressed concerning
his late Majesty, King George, and our pre-
sent Sovercign. I also desire to offer my
sincere eongratulations to Mr. Drew upon
his return unopposed for the Central Pro-
vince. I congratulate the new members upon
tbeir election and sympaihise with those
who were defeated, T also eongratullate the
Chief Sceretary, both upon his return and
his elevation to Cabinet rank, and congratu-
late ¥Mr. Gray upon his heing made Ionor-
ary Minister. My first reference tn the
Speech will be in regard to the mining in-

Tt does
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dustry, The Central Province shares with
the Kalgoorlic fleld in the revival of the
industry., It is causing a great deal of
activity and prosperity on the Murchisen.
1 wish to quote from some remarks of Pro-
fessor Whitfeld, Vice-Chancellor of the
University. These appeared in the “West
Australian” of 5th Avgust last. The Pro-
fessor is quife outside polities. His record
shows that be has n thorough knowledge of
the indugtry, and his opinion should be
aecepted without question. He says—

There is no reason to suppose that more than
a very small fraction of Western Australia’s
gold has yet heen discovered. I cannot help
thinking that if Signor Musselini, Herr Hitler,
or M. Stalin had control of our goldficlds they
would produce n great dezl more gold than we
are producing from them,

In the first instance we have a great deal of
waste and inefficieney in wining tnance. Un-
fortunately, it is far easier for mineowners to
make money ocut of company promotien aml
share-denling than out of the gold actually pro-
duced. What seems to be rcquired here is some-
thing on the lines of Canadian legislation of
1930-31. I amderstand that about that time
Caundu was badly infested with ¢‘wild cats’?
and the mining industry was consequently in
very bad odour with the investing publie,
Until a few weeks ago I had not met the
Minister for Mines (Hon. S. W, Munsie),
hut on that oceasion I aceepted an invitation
from the ex-Chiet Secretary to mect Mr.
Munsic at Wilona. I bave watched the
carcer of that hon. gentleman, and heard
him speak on that particular tour. T think
the opinion I bave formed of him iz shared
by a greal many other pcople. In the
Minister we have a man who pays a great
deal of attention to the depmitment and
understands a great deal about the industry.
I believe he is genuinely desirous of doing
the best he ean for it, and for the State.
No matter how much he knows about the
industry, or how great his interest in it may
be, I feel that the remarks of a man like
Professor Whitfeld should be taken notice
of by the Minister.

Hon. J. Comell: Put not your faith in
professors.

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: Sinec Professor
Whitfeld made his report, the manager of
one of the mines on the Golden Mile, M.

MeGeorge, has made a contribution to
the controversy.  Although he  eriti-
cised some of the proposals set Fforth

by Professor Whitfeld, he gave expres-
sion ito several constructive suggestions.
seem right that when the con-
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dition of the industry is prosperous, atten-
tion should be given to minimising the
number of dreadful accidents that occur
in the industry. I have listened with great
interest to speeches delivered by Mr. Cor-
neil in this Chamber, and I am always
prepared to give him credif for the years
he has given to the study of mioers’ com-
plaints, The goldinining industry has
been, and still is, a great asset to YWestern
Australia, but I believe the Minister for
Mines has not sufficient time at his dispo-
sal to go into these phases adequately.

Hon, A. Thomson: What are his officers
for?

on. E. H. H, HALL: Tt might be sug-
gested that we should secure the services
of a competent commissioner to inguire
into these matters. It will be remembered
that one was appointed from overseas some
years back, and his report was of consid-
erable value to the industry, Now after a
lapse of years and the report of Professor
Whitfeld that the auriferons belt has not
been subjected to a properly exhaustive
examination, the time is ripe for s thor-
ough investigation regarding the latent
possibilities of the goldfields areas. The
next malter dealt with in the Lient.-Gov-
crnor’s Speech is almost as important as
that of mining, and certainly affects a very
large area. I refer to the North-West.
There are members here who direetly re-
present North-West interests, but I hope
that I will be permitted to cxpress my
opinion that there is urgent necessity for
something to be done immediately to open
up and develop that huge territory within
onr State. We know what is happening
in connection with Japan, and we realise
that for years we have been told that um-
less we take steps to open up and develop
the North and North-West, somcone else
will step in and do it for us. I helicve
the task is toe big for any Siate Giovern-
ment, and it is high fime that some en+
deavour was made fo interest the Com-
monwealth. That is not a new suggestion,
and probahly I will be told that the Com-
monwealth Government have not made
much progress in the Northern Territory,
although they have spent millions of
pounds there. I wish you, Mr. President,
could he heard on this subject, because you
have travelled and have met people with

eapital. The pastoral industry has heen
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referred to already by various speakers,
and there is no need for me to stress its
importance. As the Central Provinee in-
cludes some of the finest pastoral country
in the State, I certainly have a right to
vefer to the plight of those engaged in the
industry, particularly those operating in
the Murchison. I admit the Government
have done quite a lot to easc their posi-
tion by the reduction of freights and so
forth, and I do not know what else could
be done apart from a redoetion of the
rentals.  While our sympathies alone are
not muech use to them, members must rea-
lise that the position of the pastoralists is
indeed serious. I am sure the Government
will do everything possible to assist them.
One direction in which assistance could be
rendered is in conuection with the vermin
rate.  When T was at Wiluna recently, T
heard one gentleman complain bitterly
about the vermin rate and the position re-
garding dingoes. 1 do unot think his com-
plaint was so much in respect of foxes,
Culess the pastoralists are rendered assis-
tance promptly, it will be diffieult for them
to carry on. Certainly some atfention
should be given to their interests, baut here
again the problem may be too big for the
State to tackle. For instance, wool is
grown throughout the Commonwealth, and
once more we come inte conflict with the
powers of the Commonwealth. In mp
opinion, some steps should be taken re-
garding the marketing of the Anstralian
wool elip.

Hon. L. Craig: Do you advocate a pool?

Hon. E, H. H. HALL: Semething should
be done. When I speak about this mat-
ter, people say that I am pot a practica}
wool grower. That is so, but T have had
the opportunity of discussing the matter
with a member of this House who is a
practical woolgrower and has been in the
industry for years. He tells me that Aus-
tralia has an undoubted advantage over
every other country because of the guality
of merino wool we ean produce. I have
no hesitation in believing that statement,
and with that advantage why should not
steps be taken to secure the best price for
our merino wool, sceing that it is of a

quality that cannot he produced else-
where? The credit of Australia has
been pledged to an enormous extent
in connection with wheat, and tbe
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cxpenditure of that money has brought pros-
perity to Australia. To-day nearly every
country produces wheat, with the result that
the world’s market is glutted, altbougl cer-
tainly prices have improved recently. We
never know where we stand with regard to
wheat. On the other hand, if Western Aus-
tralia can produce a quality of merino wool
that others cannot, we should devote aften-
tion to that phase and secure a proper re-
turn for our product. In my opinion the
matter is too extensive for the State itself
to handle. Surely it is time that men inter-
ested in the wool trade should be encouraged
to get together and do something about it.
It is not good business to continue as in the
past and take whatever price is offered. We
should see to it that people from overseas
arc not able to come here and enter into a
friendly husiness arrangement to give us
what they like for an article that cannot be
produced elsewhere. Next I will deal with
the wheaigrowing industry, the encourage-
ment of which has opened up parts of the
State that at one time were regarded as in-
capable of development. While the pastoral
industry may be regarded as the pioncering
activity, it must be admitted that wheat has
plaved an important part in the develop-
ment of the State, and scores of towns have
sprung up because of the development of
the wheatgrowing industry. Millions have
been poured out by various Governments to
encourage the industry, but, owing to the
collapse in priees, the growers have been
in a dreadful position for some years past.
I realise that much has been done in their
interests, but we must not forget that the
State, believing whent could be grown here
as cheaply, if not more cheaply than else-
where, horrowed huge sums of money, and
have spent those funds in developing the
wheatgrowing areas. It scems to me that
the State must continue to assist suitable
growers on their holdings in order that they

may eontinue producing wheat. That deals
with a phase respeeting which it
is  beyond the power of any Gov-
crnment  department  to  conduct  the
necessary  ihquiries as  they shounld be

carvied out. Surely the Government counld
appoint one representative and two others
could be selected on the recommendation
of the road boards, and those threce men
could make inquiries regarding the benefit
of wheat production and the efforts of in-
dividual farmers. I do not suggest that
matters of that deseription and importance
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should be delegated by the Government to
local boards, but at least the board I sug-
gest could make recommendations to the
Government. They would be au fait with all
the cireumstances surrounding the position
of a man, and it would then be for the Min-
ister, on receipt of the recomumendation of
the board, to determine just how far he
could meet them. I think that if some local
board of inguiry were established, it would
do away with the complaints that we have
to listen to from time to time, A man says,
“T have been turned out.” And when we ask
him why, he replies, *For no reason what-
ever” T made inguiries regarding one in-
stance the other day, and I suppose I may
be accused of bringing political pressure
to bear. I went and asked the reason for
a certain action that had been taken; the
case was reconsidered, and a slight grant
was made to the settler. That seemed to
prove to me that the eomplaints of the
settlers do not receive the eareful consider-
ation that they should at the hands of the
officials in Perth. The settlers in the Ger-
aldton distriet, in addition to having the
disadvantage of low prices, seem to have a
pest  peculiar to them to add to their
troubles. I vefer to the emu. 1t is
most unfortunate that the Minister for
Agriculture, i his  wisdom, recom-
mended that the bonus of 1s. per
head on emus should be discontinued.
I think, and many share my opinion, that
that was a great mistake. If that shilling
bonus had been continued the chances are
that to-day we would not have the agitation
that there is for the bonus to be raised to 2s.
6d. I am quite satisfied that the present
Minister for Agrieulture, being a practical
man, and journeying through to Carnarvon
as he does by motor car, through the country
mos} devastated by the pest, namely, the
Ajana distriet, must have seen evidence
of what this pest means. The farmers and
settlers of that district have to bear the
full blast of this pest.

Hon. J. Nicholson: How are yon going
to stop it? You are not going to take up
another battery of guns?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: No. T have just
heen explaining how it should be stopped,
that there would not be nearly so many emus
to-day if the bonus had not been diseon-
tinued. We have not our old friend Mr.
Drew, of the Central Provinee, as Chief
Secretary any longer, but I hope his sue-
cessor will bring this matter under the
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notice of our new Premier. That reminds
me that T had meant fo express my econ-
gratulations to Mr. Willcock on his elevation
to the Premiership. I hope his accession to
the Treasury will be signalised by his grant-
ing the people of his district—Northamp-
ton and Ajana are included in his elector-
ate—the raising of the bonus on emus.
Before leaving the wheat industry, I should
like to say a few words about rural relief.
So much has been said and written
about this nnportant matter that I realise
that anything I may say will not be of very
mueh use und will not help to find a solu-
tion or to assist those who have gone hefore
the board. I should like to repeat here a
few words T heard from a PFederal legislator
m this State recently. They seem fo me
very apropos of the question: That legis-
lator said that it means essentialty unifor-
mity, it meauns relief, and it all means
charity, The difficulty is to apply these
things, but it seems to me that in the writ-
ing down of debts secured and unsceured,
there should be absolute uniformity, for
without it I do not know just how
we are going to pget on. I was
present af Mr. Drew’s meeting at Dalwal-
linu when this subjeet was mentioned, and
Mr. Drew expressed the sentiment that
both secnred and unsecured creditors should
come into line and reduce their debts.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Surely he did not
advocate the coming in of the secured eredi-
tor!

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: Mer, Drew has not
spoken in this debate, and since he is now
a private member I have no donbt that he
will be able to explain what he did mean
by those words. This question was raised
at the meeting, and Mr. Drew expressed
himself as being sympathetically inclined to
a reduction of the debts of both secured and
unsecured creditors. Notwithstanding the
interjection, T cannot see that they have
very much to lose if they take the long view.
What is the use of sticking out for some-
thing if they have not very much chance
of getting it?

Hon. T.. Craig: You must mean their com-
ing in voluntarily.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Tt seems to me if
it is not done voluntarily, well. with all due
respect to the Legislative Couneil, it is
going to have a lot of repercussions.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Who is going to ad-
vance money in future?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: XNobody; and a
good job, teo. In other circomstances our
progress would not have been so rapid, al-
though it wounld have been on a more seolid
foundation.

Hon. J. Nicholsen: That is no reason for
doing something that one ought not to do.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: T would say that
circumstances ailter eases.  \Whether the
creditors are convinced, as they most be
ronvineed in hundreds—I am not saying this
irrespective of all cireumstanees—but has it
not heen said scores of times in this Cham-
ber that deserving hard-working men have
been  placed in their present condition
through no fuult of their own, but through
the general collapse that has taken place?
They arc all partners in this business, so why
cannot the others come together and help?
Here a phrase comes to me, that immor-
tal phrase of which we have heard o much,
“Equality of sacrificc.” Why cannot people
ret together and share that sacrifice? Take
the position of the country storekeeper. Of
eourse members know as much about it as I do,
but [ mention the lowest fizure when I say
that some country storckeepers have taken
a composition of half a erown in the pound.

Hon. H. V. Piesse: I know of one at 1s.
ad.

Hen. E. H H. HALL: Is that s0? Is
there any equality of sacrifice in that? Re-
verfing to Mr. Nicholson’s interjection, the
people will not stand for it; they will not
continue to stand for it. Of that I feel sure.
The next matter in the Governer’s Speech
is that of metropolitan water supply. I
have searched through the Speech, but ean-
not find thercin anything ahout country
water supplies. I admit that the Govern-
ment have done quite a lot for country
water supplies. I am nol going to raise
a question aboul the metropolitan water
supplies, this gigantic scheme out here at
the Canning dam, for I say the people of
the metropolitan area are entitled to a fnll
and plentiful supply of water. But if the
people of the metropolitan area are entitled
to that, so too are the people in the country.
I knew a scheme—TI do not think that you,
Sir, were in favour of it—hut since then T
have realised that it was a perfectly wonder-
ful scheme. Tt was wonderfully conceived
and wonderfully exceuted, the scheme that
was conceived by the late Mr, C. Y. O’Con-
nor and carried out by him and Sir John
Forrest. I was in Kalgoorlie the day the
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water was turned on, and notwithstanding
the statement that has been made that there
was an abundance of water available from
someg pool, still that Goldfields Water Sup-
ply Scheme considerably altered the condi-
tions on the goldfields. Not only that, but
it unexpectedly served a valuable purpose,
namely, the supplying with excellent water
of the agricultural distriets through which
the pipe line passes. If members of this
House knew the history of the attempts of
various Governments, some Labour and
some anti-Labour, to supply Geraldton with
water, and understood that, not through
political influence nor through the mistakes
of politicians, but through the mistakes of
departmental professional engineers we are
to-day saddled with about four or five de-
funet or blasted hopes or schemes that have
gone by the board, I am sure we would have
their sympathy, Mr. Wittenoom to-day spoke
of the capitalisation of the Albany supply,
but he should come up and see the scheme at
Geraldton,

Hon. W. J. Mann: Or go to Bunbmy.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: We¢ have a scheme
up there, and the engineer for Country
Water Supplies told me a few weeks ago
that the Geraldton water supply was giv-
ing him a lot of anxiety, that not an inch
of rain had run into the reservoir this
winter. We are depending on bores, and
this with the water at a price of 3s. per
thousand gallons. But I gather Trom the
annual report of 1934—1I have not seen this
vear’s report—that the distilling plant at
Geraldion was costing 9s. 9d. per thousand
gallons. Every drop of water used in that
system is distilled from that plant, and
recently that plant was added to. So that
councillor in Geraldton who suggesied many
yvears ago that, instead of messing about
with a provincial loecal scheme, the Gov-
ernment of the day would be well advised
to conserve the water from where it was
running away at the rate of millions of
gallons per day, was right in his conten-
tion. Only a fortnight ago I read in the
““YWest Australian’’ that the water there
was pouring away at the rate of millions
of gallons per day. Faney a town on the
Great Southern being short of water! Right
through the country distriets when water
is asked for, the reply is as to where the
money is to come from. Then we wonder
why people go into the country when e
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have not enough money to supply them
with water.

Hon. H. S. W. Parker: They de not
come into the city for water.

Hon. E, H. 1. HALL: The hon. member
may know more about that than I do. The
time has arrived for the putting in off a
scheme for the conservation of the water
that is running away to-day. The Lieut.-
Governor’s Speech contained a reference
to education. If the subject of country
water supplies is important, I think mem-
hers will agree that the subject of educa-
tion is also importani. We owe a duty
to our children. We have been told that
the race will be to those who arc best
equipped for the battle of life, and
that this will apply more so in the futore
than it has done in the past. I often lis-
tened to the remarks of the late Sir Ed-
ward Wittencom in condemnation of the
huge expenditure on edueation. Certainly,
when we look about us, we find men who
received very little schooling and yet have
heen successful in life, and when one con-
siders instances of the kind one is tempted
to believe that there was some ground for
Sir BEdward Wittenoom’s complaint. On
the other hand, members generally will
concede that we must, to the best of our
ability, give the ehildren a decent eduea-
tion. Some members might complain of
the expenditure for the provision of a girls’
school at Wast Perth. Members of the
party who travelled to Wiluna recently
saw conditions at a country scheol that
might be deseribed as

Hon. I. B. Bolton: Appalling.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: Yes, appalling.
The hon. member saw several things which
I helieve opened his eyes. Fle took in his
bands a bar of gold and all his strength
was required to 1ift it. T do not intend
to speak at length on the conditions in
country sehools. The Chief Seecretary and
his predecessor made that trip, and I am
informed that aetion has been taken to
remedy the conditions that existed. I hope
that similar efforts will be extended
throughout the country. We know that it
is not possible for the Government to pro-
vide in the country all the amenities en-
joyed by children attending large schools.
When there are so many disadvantages at-
tuched to life in the eountry, one feels in
a dilemma to indieate the greatest. People
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who are building up the rural industries,
which we are told are essential to the pro-

gress of the ecountry, make sacrifices
for the eduecation of their children.
The children have to bhe sent to
country towns and parents lose their

companionship. There is also the financial
aspect to be considered, We may be told
that bright children might win scholarships,
and certainly various Governments have en-
deavoured to lighten the burdem of parents
by providing scholarships. Not every child,
however, ean win a scholarship, and a big
handieap is suffered by many country child-
ven. I am prepared to admit that the ex-
penditure on eduneation is large. I do not
know how West Australia’s  expen-
diture on  educaiion compares with
that of the other States, but I know
that we do not spend as mueh per
head as is being spent in other countries. Is
it reasonable to expect to get anything like
satisfactory results from a system, no matter
how efficient teachers may be, if they have
to teach classes containing 50 children? That
figure is well within the mark. T know some
teachers have as many as 60 children in
their classes.

Hon. J. Cornell: Where do you find 50
children in one class?

Hon. L. B. Bolton: In dozens of places.

Hon. J. Cornell: Not in the ecountry.
There might be 50 children in a school but
not in one class.

Hor. E. H. H. HALL: Sometimes Mr.
Cornell is serious; sometimes he is amusing.
If he wishes to know where a class of 50
children may be found, T refer him to the
Geraldton sehool. I am not standing here
to be shot at in respect to any of my state-
ments. Let the hon. member make inquirizs
from the secrctary of the Teachers’ Union,
or, if he is not satisfied to aceept the sfate-
nient of that gentleman, let him visit some
of the schools.

Hon. J. Cornell: The trouble is that there
are too many children requiring different
classes.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: That is another
difficulty. When the hon. member tries, hy
means of interjections, which he should know
are highly disorderly—

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: to lead me off
the train of my remarks, he is not doing
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anything of a helpful nature. We are spend-
ing a lot of money on education and are not
getting the results we have a right to ex-
pect, the reason being that in many instances
classes are too large. In countries not so
advanced as ours, the maximum number of
children in any one class is 30. The Lieut.-
Governor's Speech referred to the railways,
It is pleasing to know that the annunal loss
oc¢eurring in,this huge department has dis-
appeared and that the railways are paying
their way. That is probably due to the
passing of the State Transport Co-ordina-
tion Aect, and to the activity in the mining
industry.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: Rather more to the
activity in the mining industry.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: The railway auth-
orities admit that the passing of the Trans-
port Act has assisted the railways materially.
When the State decided to appoint a Com-
missioner instead of a general manager for
the railways, the intention was that they
shonld be conducted free of political con-
trol, but there have been occasions when
this rule has not been observed. The Gov-
ernment have interfered in matters hoth of
administration and of policy. That being
so0, I think the people of Geraldton are en-
titled to ask the Government to assist them
to retain the trade that geographically be-
longs to the port. Many years ago the Gov-
ernment of the day—T forget its political
complexion—went to the length of subsidis-
ing a private steamer named the “Julia
Percy” for eoastal trading. Whether it was
intended to compete with the Midland Rail-
way, I am not sure, but there must have been
a very good reason to lead the Government
to take that action. At the time an expendi-
ture of three-quarters of a million was in-
curred on the Geraldton harbour. In view
of that expenditure, it would be only busi-
nesslike on the part of the Government to
sec that some return was obtained for it.
Let me give a few figures to show how the
introduction of long-distance railway
freights is having a very detrimental effect
on the trade of the port of Geraldton. It
has never been sumggested by any resident
of the town that the people who go outback
to live on mining fields or pastoral pro-
perties should not reeeive the greatest pos-
sible reduction in railway freights that the
Government can give them. The following
figures show the railage on “C"’ ¢lass goods,
including galvanised iron, sugar, groceries
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and some hardware lines, for a minimum of
one ton:—

Miles. Rate per

ton.

s. d.

Fremantle-Wiluna 721 120 1
Geraldton-Wiluna 444 84 11
Difference 277 B 2

From the foregoing figures, it will be seen,
the rail distance to Wiluna from Fremantle
is 277 miles greater than from Geraldton.
Taking the return journey into account, it
is apparent that a railway haulage of 554
miles is inenrred over and ahove the dis-
tanee from Geraldton. For this service the
railways receive 35s. 2d. per ton. Alter-
natively, if goods are shipped from Fre-
mantle to Geraldton and transported thence
to Wiluna by rail, a saving of 554 miles
in railway haulage would be effected. Based
on present rates, the Efollowing revenue
would acerue to Government Jdepartments:—

Per ton.

s. 4.

Fremantle bandling charge 30
Steamer freight, Fremantle-Gerald-

ton 1§ 0
Wharfage and handlmg clurges

at Geraldion .- 9 &

Cargo on Jeadweight basis . 30 8

Add 1/6th for measurement c.lrgo 51

Cargo, cubic measurement 35 7

It would surely be of economic valne to the
State to utilise the State vessels and the
Geraldton harhour to carn this revenue,
rather than ineur unnecessary railway haul-
age for a distance of 554 miles. Railway
freight under “C” classification for a dis-
tance of 277 miles is G2s. 8d. per ton, and
for 554 miles 99s. 1d. per ton.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Fon. E. H. H, HALL: Continning to
quote distances and rates operating as from
Fremantle 10 Wiluna and from Geraldton to
Wiluna, let me mention the rates applying
t0 machinery, and particularly mining mach-
inery. From Fremantle to Wiluna the rate
is 93s. 5d. per ton and from Geraldton to
Wiluna 66s. 6d. The bulk of tonnage would
consist of mining machinery from the East-
ern States, which, if shipped by through
steamer to Geraldton, would not henefit the
State Shipping Service in the way of freight.
The railage incurred from Fremantle, how-

[COUNCIL.}

ever, being 554 miles of unneressary hanlage,
represents  26s. 11d. per ton.  Railway
freight under “B” classification for a dis-
tance of 277 miles is 49s. 8d. per ton, and
for 554 miles 77s. 5d. per ton. I may bhe
asked, and no doubt it will be asked, why
is mining machinery from the Eastern States
railed direct from Fremantle to the Murchi-
son in preference to shipment to Geraldton
by through steamer. Especially will this
question be asked when the following sav-
ings by obtaining nvachinery for the Mur-
chison through Geraldton are taken inte ae-
count :—the rate from Fremantls to Wiluna
is 93s. &d. per ton, and that from Gerald-
ton to Wiluna 8ls. 6d., representing a sav-
ing of 1ls. 11d. per fon to Wiluna. From
Fremantle to Meekatharra the rate is 82s.
11d., and from Geraldton to Meekatharra
70s. 8d., representing a saving of 125 3d.
in favour of Geraldton. From Fremantle to
Cue the rate is 76s. per ton, and that from
Geraldton to Cue 62s. 11d., a saving of
13s. 1d. in favour of the latter route. To
Anketell, the siding for newly-found mines,
the rate from Fremantle is 77s. 10d. per
ton, whercas the rate from Geraldion is 65s,
1d.,, a saving af 12s, 9d. in favour of the
latter roule.

Hon. G. Fraser: What about shipping
freights from Fremantle to Geraldton?

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am quoling
freights by through steamers. We all know
that galvanised iron means a hig trade. Why
is galvanised iron supphied to the Murchison
by direct railage from Fremantle as against
shipment by through steamer to Geraldton,
especially when the following tolls show a
saving in transit via Geraldton by through
steamer? Fremantle to Wiluna 120s. 1d.
per ton, Geraldton to Wiluna 99s. 11d., or
a saving of £1 0s, 2d. Fremantle to Meeka-
tharra 106s, 4d. per ton, Geraldton to
Meekatharra 85s. 8d., a saving of £1 0s. 8d.
per ton. Fremantle to Cue 97s. 34d., as
against Geraldton to Cue 75s. 4d.; a saving
of 21s, 114, Fremantle to Anketell, 99s. 7d.
per ton, as against Geraldton to Anketell
87s. 3d.; a saving of £1 1s. 4d. per ton.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: What is to prevent
the vendors of the iron from sending it via
Geraldton?

Hon. E, H. H, HALL: T shall come to
that. When Mr. Drew, as Chief Secretary,
and the present Premier, as Minister for
Railways, attended a big meeting at Gerald-
ton some weeks ago, JMr. Drew with
the experience he has gained as Minmister
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controlling the State Shipping Service asked
the members of the Chamber of Conumerce
who were present why they could not armange
for through shipments from the Eastern
States and thus avoid handling charges at
Fremantle. Mr. Drew was assured by those
present whose business it is to secure these
through freights if they want to keep their
positions and fulfil their duties to their em-
ployers, that they had tried but had found
it impossible {o arrange this. Among the
businessmen present there was a feeling of
doubt, when the savings to be effected
were pointed out to them, whether some
secret rebate was not being given in order
to indnee shippers to have the goods landed
at Fremantle instead of sending them on to
Geraldton and thus cffesting the savings I
have enumerated. AMr. Willeoek, as Minister
for Railways, gave his assnrance that so far
a5 he knew there was no such seeret rebate.
He promised that on his return to Perth he
would make exhaustive inguiries to ascertain
whether any such rebates were given. Since
then the Geraldton Chamber of Commerce
has been assured that nothing of the kind
is taking place,

Hon. G. Fraser: Then this Pacliament
cznnol do anything in the matter.

Hon. BE. 1. H. HALL: If the young inter-
Jeetor will only wait, we shall come to thal
in due course.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I cannot follow you.
I do not know what your trouhle is.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I zaid earlicr in
the cvening that it had been deemed fit to
subsidise the “Julia Percy” Mr. Drew
knows more about that matter than T do.
I am wondering whether something could
not be done now o give the three-quarters of
a million pounds spent at Geraldton a chanee
to earn interest. If not, I have a sugges-
tion to offer to the Government. During
the past 12 months there has been
something like 13,000 to 14,000 tons
of coal burnt in Geraldton for rail-
way purposes. In that quantity of
coal there must be a proportion of New-
castle burnt, because of the danger of
bush fives being caunsed to agricultural dis-
triets through the use of Collie coal. Sup-
pose that during the next 12 months 14,000
tons of coal is consumed in the Geraldton
district, cannot the Government of the day,
the present Government, say, ‘‘We will
sond a liitle more Neweastle coal to Ger-
aldton than has been done previously’’?
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That would be doing Geraldton a great
benefit, because through steamers, we are
told, cannot be arranged for unmless Ger-

aldton can guarantee a minimum ton-
nage of ecargo of 300. The Chamber
of Commerce assured Mr. Drew that

night that so far it had been impossible
to arrange this. The great factor in get-
ting supplies to any place is to arrange
regularity of shipments. If the Govern-
ment, through the Railway Department,
would place an order for 300 tons of New-
castle coal as suggested, there would be at
teast a monthly steamer to Geraldton, and
the merchants of that port and the Vie-
toria district and the goldfields, knowing
the steamer was leaving various Eastern
States ports, would be ahle to arrange their
purchases accordingly. Geraldton would
get the benefit of the trade, the people on
the Murchison would get the benefit of
reduced freights, and the Governmeni
would not, when everything was taken into
consideration, be showing a big loss.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: But Newcastle coal
is carried by tramp steamers in bulk.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I am telling the
House that we can arrange steamers for
Geraldton subject to a promise of a mini-
mum of 300 tons.

Hon. J. J. Helmes: Of coald

Hon. E. H. IT. HALL: Yes, of coal.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I did not know thal.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: The Geraldten
Munieipal Couneil burn coal for eleetrieity
supply, and altogether we could make up
another ¢ouple of hundred tons of general
carge. But up to the present it has not
been possible to arrange 300 tons of gen-
eral cargn. So we are assured by men
whose job it is to arrange these parcels.
Mr. Drew declared in no uncertain tones
that he was assured it could be done. Up
to the present, however, it has not becn
possible. Here is a means for the Gov-
ernment to assist in arranging for a
through steamer to Geraldion, beeause it
is generally acknowledged that the hand-
ling charges at Fremantle involved in bav-
ing Geraldton ecargo transhipped to an-
other steamer at Fremantle put that mode
of transport out of the question for the
Murchison trade. Before the suspension
of the session I asked a question concern-
ing the control, if any, that the Govern-



408

ment had over the Midland Railway Com-
pany. In reply, the then Chief Secretary
referred me to the Aet. I turned up the
Act, and in Section 5 I found the follow-
ing words:—

Provided that passengers and goods shall not

be carried over the said railway at rates or
charges not approved by the Minister for Rail-
ways.
That was just what I wanted to know. It
means that the Minister for Railways has
to approve of the seale of charges levied
by the Midland Railway Company on users
of their line. On making inquiries from
the Railway Department I learnt that to
bring a ton of wool from Mingenew to
Perth, a distance of 227 miles, costs 8B2s.
8d., whereas to bring a ton of wool from
Geraldfon to Perth, o distance of 306
miles, costs only 50s. People will say,
““But the latter is the port-to-port rate.”’
I happen to know quite a lot abouf the
port-to-port rate. I happened to be secre-
tary of the Geraldton Traders’ Association
when Mr. Poynton came fo Geraldton and
put this rate up to the Geraldton traders,
A couple of men present were long-headed
enough to sece that if the husiness people
of Geraldton accepted this rate, they would
be dealing a serions blow to the trade of
the port. The rate was condemned.
To be perfectly fair let me give the freight
charges. On a ton of wool from Geraldton
to Perth, a distance of 306 miles, it is 50s.;
from Mingenew to Perth (227 miles) it is
82s. 8d. For a distance of 227 miles on all
Government lines, the figure is 62s. 8d. For
the Minister for Railways to approve, as he
must have done, of freights that aci detri-
mentally to sueh a large number of primary
produgers is altogether unfair. Then take
the figures for a ton of furniture. From
Perth to Geraldton it is 62s. 6d., and from
Perth to Mingenew, 145s. 5d. For 227 miles
on all Government lines the charge 1s 113s.
11d.; that is, 31s. 6d. less than the Midland
Railway charge. To convey a ton of sugar
from Perth to Geraldton costs 50s., and from
Perth to Mingenew 91s. 2d. For 227 miles
on all Government lines the cost is 54s. 10d.
The respective ¢charges for 3 ewt. of groceries
are 9s. 3d., 22s. 3d. and 15s.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is the difierence
between Government and private enterprise.

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: When the Trans-
port Bill was before Parliament we were
assured that if it were passed, thus eliminat-
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ing motor traflic competition, railway rates
would be reduced. Through the Commis-
sioner, the Glovernment have kept their pro-
mise, but from inguiries whieh I bave made,
it appears that there have been no reduc-
tions on the Midland Railway line. The
Midland Railway people were squealing just
as bhadly as the Government Railways about
unfair motor competition, but now that they
have heen relieved of it they have failed
to gine a quid pro quo. The Midland Rail-
way company arc slipping back, not only
as regavds rates, but also train service. I
read in the paper the other day that the com-
pany had celebrated its jubilee. I did not
think the line had been in existenee for that
long, although T knew it had been running
since T was a boy, and that is a good while
ago. While we may not he in order in de-
manding or requesting any improvement in
the service, I think we are at least entitled
to expeet that it shall not go back. Com-
pare the time-tables of what is known as the
“mail” train. 1t used to leave Perth at 5.3
p.m. on Mondays and Thursdays, arriving
at Geraldton at 3.10 a.m. on Tuesdays and
I'ridays. Bitter eomplaints frequently came
from the Chamber of Commerce and other
interested people that this train ran habitu-
ally late, so Mr. Poynton adopted a very
novel, if not very satisfactory, method of
running it. TInstead of its leaving Perth at
5.3 pam. on Mondays and Thursdavs, he
caused it to leave at 4.35 p.n., and insteac
of getting in at 8.10 the following momn-
ing, the train now arrives at 8.5 a.m. The
sum total is that it tokes 23 minutes longer
to do the journey. From Geraldton on Mon-
dayvs and Thursdays ihe train left at 4145
an, arviving in Perth at 10.20 p.m. The
times on the new time-table are 4.15 a.m.
and 10.1¢ p.m. respectively. Under the old
table, the train on TFridays left Geraldion
at 5.35 am, and arrived in Perth at 11.5
p-m. Under the new time-table it leaves at
2.35 a.m., and arrives in Perth at 9.50 p.m.,
taking one hour 15 minutes longer for the
journey. If it is too late for the old mem-
ber for Geraldton, I hope that the new Min-
ister for Railways will take action fo see
that the Midland Railway Company gives
its patrons the serviee to whieh they are en-
titled. Although it does not interes{ me as
a member of the Central Provinee, T con-
sider that beecause it is a verv hizg public
utility it is my duty to draw atiention to
the necessity to effect some improvement in
the administration of matters under the con-
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trol of the Fremantle Harbour Trust. If
anylhing were needed to justify my calling
attention to the matter, it would be found
n a statement which appeared in the “West
Ausiralian” on the 15th July, which read as
follows . —

The Auditor-General in his annual reports
on the accounts of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust has from time to time c¢ommented
strongly on the various aspeets of Treasury and
Harbour ‘Trust policy which have heen referred
to in the statement, and extracts from some of
his reports are attached. An ¢xamination of the
position of the Fremantle IMarbour Trust de-
mongtrates clearly that the administration of
the Fremuantle Harbour Trest Aet and of the
harbour and its finances must he plaged on a
somnd and business-like basis, to effect which
the overnll and amendment of the Act should
no longer be delayed.

That is not a statement of the Chamber of
Commerce or the husiness people of Fre
mantle, but a statewent made by the Audi-
tor-Ueneral. I followed the controversy in
the Press, and I noticed that Mr. Kitson
when Honorary Minister hit back in no
very uncertain manner at the critics of this
administration, but it seems to me that when
the Anditor-General gives voice to sueh
eriticism some notice should be taken of
him. We have heard a good deal about con-
trol of marketing, and T hope something
will be done to put marketing on a better
hasis than it is at present, in the interests
of those people who so sorely need every
protection possible. \When T say that, T do
not forget that the consumer’s interests
should also he proteeted as far as possible.
I am not submitting my next subject in the
form of a question, but T am hoping that the
Chief Sceretary when replyving will give
some indieation as to whether the Govern-
ment have anvthing in fheir minds on the
subject. During the last Parliament a Bill
was passed to provide for the bulk handling
of wheat. This legislation was necessary in
order that the farmer might have rednced
costs, But the cffect of this measure is
that a numhber of other people will be
thrown out of employment; it will take
from them their means of earning a live-
lihood at a calling which to them had pro-
vided for their existence for many years.
A single man may have started to work on a
wharf, then got married and reared a family.
This man might not have known any other
calling. The members vepresenting Fre-
mantie will speak for the men at that port;
T am concerned about the workers at Ger-
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aldton, many of whom will be deprived of
the means of earning a living.

Hon. . Fraser: We spoke about that ten
years ago.

Hon. E. 4. H. HALL: I should like to-

know what is proposed now that hulk
handling has hecome an  accomplished
fact. It is no use waiting until the system

of bulk handling is in full swing, but it is
up to the Government to take action that
will enable the men for whom work on the
wharves will no longer be available, not to
o on relief work, but to get employment in
some other form. Relief work will probahly
mean Lherr having to leave their homes to go
to some distant part of the State.

THon.- J. J. Tlolmes: What do you pro-
pose?

Hon. E. H. H, HALL: My friend wishes
to know what I would propose. I have no
doubt some members would say that it was
the Government’s job. T do not propose to
leave it at that; I am wondering whether a
start could not be made—and the idea is
not original, since it has been adopted in
other parts of the world—with the provision
of blocks of land for these men, say in the
vicinity of Fremantle and Geraldton where
they had been working, and the erection of
shacks or small homes. We have the tim-
her; it is not as if we had to send over-
seas for it—and other material with which
te build the homes. These homes need not
be elaborate, but there should be sufficient
land around the homes to enable the men
to grow produce. Hon. members might
ask: Why suggest the growing of produce
for which no market ean be found? No-
one knows better than I the difficulty being
experienced to-day in the selling of peas,
beans and tomatoes, and that very often
these products do not bring enough to
pay for railage. To-day our susienance
workers are barely able to provide for
food and clothing out of the meagre wages
they receive. Therefore, realising the in-
termittent nature of the work of wharf
lampers, this section of the community
could at least be provided with homes and
a small area of land on which they ecould
grow articles necessary for their own con-
sumption. T do not say a man would
not wan! any Government money. He
would still require some. Perhaps work
could he found comparatively near his
home, and sufficient money given to him
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to enable him to live in greater comtort.
The idea is not new, and is carried out in
other countries. Instead of lounging about
street eorners a man would have something
with which to employ his spare time, say
in a garden where he could grow some-
thing. The building of the house itself
would also afford some employment. That
is what I think should be done with these
peeple. It would be costly in the frst
place, but it would be very much better
than paying out week after week for road
work or any oiher work of that deserip-
tion. The present system does not enable
a man to make a home for himself. There
is an inquiry lere about slums. In Ger-
aldton, reeently, the municipal coungil had
to condemn a number of homes. When I
was on the couneil for eight years before
entering Parliament we were talking of
eondemning some of those places, but were
deferred from doing so lest the people
living in them should be obliged to camp
on the beaches. To-day many of those
places could be condemned. A ot of build-
ing is going on in Geraldton. I am sure
the elass of house going up to-day would
not be within the reach of wharf lumpers.
I do not want to be aceused of wet-nursing
people. When, however, a community has
been forced into bulk handling, as the
farmers have been to rveduee their costs,
and by this forcing have deprived a num-
ber of men of the means of earning a
livelihood, the Government and the com-
munity generally should endeavour to find
some means whereby the displaced men,
could earn a living apart from being sent
all over the State on read work. I wish
now to touch upon public health. I was
sorry to hear Mr. Wittenoom’s remarks
about the Albany hospital. T have heard
quite as much squealing and complaining
about the hospital tax as I have heari
about anything. What T am going to say
I say in defiance of all the criticism of}
this tax. My experience has been that the
hospital tax of 114d. is a good thing. It has
enahbled the Government to provide improved
medical attention and services for people
who are down and out, homeless, friendless
and moneyless. I speak from close associa-
tion for many years with the Government
hospital in Geraldton. We pride ourselves
on our treatment of the poor. There are
many things that are erying out to be done
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and capnot be dope, but in Western Aus-
tralia we ean pride ourselves on the fact
that if a man is penniless and friendless, and
falls sick, he ean go into a Government hos-
pital and receive all the aftention he re-
quires. I know the conditions appertaining
te¢ the hospital in Geraldton, and am sur-
prised to think that the same eonditions do
not exist all over the State. I know that in
Geraldton the best medieal attention is
always availablee. We have three medieal
practitioners in private practice and they
bave the right to enter the hospital, where
they generously attend indigent patients free,
In the town and in the distriet a mnan can
receive good medical attention, can be kept
sweet and elean, and receive expert nursing
attention without any cost. Hardly a week
goes by that T am not approached by some
unfortunate person for hospital attention, I
am not prepared to ask the department to
forego its fees or hospital eharges. That is
onc thing a person ought to pay if he can.
I amn frequemtly in touch with the Medical
Department with regard to the admission of
people te the hospital. Patients always have
fo be examined in merely n cursory manner
before admission, and 1 have never found
any difficully about getting n patient in. It
ig the hospital tax which enables these things
to be done. T have heard the Under Secre-
tary for the depamtment personally explain
all about hospitzl treatinent in Geraldton.
Surely I shall receive the smpport of the
Chief Secretary when I say that the hos-
pital fund pgoes infe an account separate
altogether from the general vevenue aceount,
and that the Minister for Health has full
centrol over it- It may be that the Minister
is supposed to find ecnough money out of the
fund with which to build hespitals. T do
not know whether that was in the mind of
the framers of the Act. This speeial fund,
however, is kept apart from the Consoli-
dated Revenue, and is doing a lot of good.
People have suggested that the tax should
be raised to 6d. Mr. Wittenoom dis-
cussed this mabter ¢his  afternoon. He
suggested that the tax should be in-
creased, and immediately Mr. Thomson,
repregenting the same Province, rnized an
objection. The Government are constantly
finding themselves in need of additional
money. So sure as they ask for it a howl
goes up about the high taxation. 1 was
pleased to see in a recent issue that the
“West Australian,” notwithstanding the hard
things that have been said, reminded legisla-
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tors that it was not the time to ask for a
reduction of taxation.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: We do not wani an
increase,

Hon. E. H. H. HALL: I also wish to
refer to the reported purchase by the Gov-
ernment of trolley buses, without Parlia-
mentary approval. There are one or two
imporiant prineiples at stake. It is said
that this House has nothing to do with the
finances, but I notice that Appropriation
Bills and Loan Bills come before us. 1
wonder whether it is just a matter of form.
If people, who profess to be anxious to re-
tain our present form of Government, wish
to retain it, they are not assisting in that
direction by an aetion such as this. There
does not seem to be the slightest necessity
for the expenditure of that money. There
1s another matter T wish to bring up,
although it has nothing to do with the Gov-
ernment, It is the svstem that is respons-
ible for it. We have certain essential needs
that are languishing for capital, but when
we come to the city we see going up a build-
ing costing a quarter of a miilion pounds.
One can be pardoned for asking what sort
of svstem it is that permits that kind of
thing. It is commion knowledge that there
are scores of vacant offices in the city. Will
the expenditure of that money produce an
extra bushel of wheat or a pound of wool,
or any wealth at all? I can hear someonc
say, “ Would yon rather the money was spent
in another part of Australia®” T am glad
to see the money is being spent in Perth,
but when the building is finished, what
then? I think an insuranee company is put-
ting it ap.

Hon. G. Fraser: It is to save them from
taxation.

Hon. E. H. . HALL: One cannot keep
a good man down. The man in the street
says, “You know why that building is going
up.” The other fellow may say “No,” and
the first one says, “So that the company may
escape taxation.” I bave heard other reasons
expressed. There must be something wrong
with a system that allows that sort of thing.

Hon. L. B. Bolton: I cannot see anvthing
wrong with it.

Hon, E. H. H. HALL: Perhaps the hon.
member eould if I lent him my glasses. All
sorts of systems and schemes are being sug-
gested to stop that kind of thing, the un-
necessary cxpenditure of money on quite un-
necessary matters. One of these is socialism.
That has been tried here, but has not done
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much good. We have been told that it
would have done a lot of good had it not
been for the Lezislative Council. There was
a Premier at one time who said, “Thank God
for the Legislative Council” Recently we
heard of the Douglas Credit System. People
say that was founded on a fallacy. There
is something else I have never heard spoken
of here. I was reading a paper last week
called “The Liberator.” 1In it there is a re-
port of a meeting at which vou, Mr. Presi-
dent, when moving a vote of thanks to the
speaker, said you admired people who were
after the truth, that the world was in such
a troubled state that any man or number
of men who were conscientionsly endeavonr-
ing to find a way out deserved every credit
and support. I wonder whether “The Liber-
ator” wonld get us out of our troubles. The
present system is not doing any good. I
wish to quote Professor Beasley, of the
Western Australian University, whose re-
marks are reported in the “West Australian”
of the 20th November, 1935. This is what
he had to say about Communism:—

Only one country in the world was really
eoncerned with the welfare of its citizens—
Russia. All other eountries were concerned with
mirages of prestige and power. These ques-
tions they put before the welfare of the people.
On the 19th of the same month, according
to the “West Australian” no less a person
than Archbishop Prendiville said :—

Communism is a widespread menaee, #nd is
endeavouring to get a fouthold in this country,
If lawyers ean disagree, what about the
ordinary Jayman, or even politicians?
Something should be done; that is pretty
evident. I struek a great idea in the **West
Australian’’ of the 24th February of this

year. It was headed, ‘*Sharing of Sal-
aries,”” ‘*New Zealand C(overnment’s

Scheme,’? and the eablegram read—

Under the salaries-sharing plan adopted by
the Labour Caucus, the Premier (Mr. Savage)
will receive £500 a year and a speeial allow-
ance of £250 for the extra cost of entertain-
ment which must fall upon him as Premier,
Other Ministers will receive £400 a year less,
while the income of non-Ministerial memhbers of
the party will he increased hy about £100,

T reckon that is u jolly fine idea. As the
Labour Government in New Zealand are
reported to be doing splendid work on re-
duced salaries, I am bold enough to make
the suggestion to our Labour Government
that this scheme be given consideration.
There is one matter I find difficulty ind



412

understanding. I have always understood
that Labour stood for the leasehold system
in preference to the freehold tenmure of
land.  Despite that, we find the Labour
Government selling land wholesale. I un-
derstand that the plank of the Laboun
Party’s platform shows that we should not
dispose of the land at all beenuwse it is
not ours to sell. I wonder how our Labour
CGovernment can claim to stand four-square
to the party’s land policy. I shall not re-
sume my seat without ultering a pro-
test against various appointmenis wmade
by the Labour Government. The policy
they have adopted is really that of spoils
to the victors. Against Mr. Angwin mno
one can say a word. He is a very fing
gentleman, but I maintain he is too old
now to carry out the important and oner-
ous duties invelved in the chairmanship of
the Rural Relief Board. 3Mr. Kenneally
was formerly landed as a very able Minis-
ter of the Crown, but he was rejected by
the electors of Fast Perth. If Trades Hall
liked to find a position for him, well and
good. That did not happen. The Govern-
ment went to his assistance and appeinted
him to the chairmanship of the Totteries
Commission, a position for which, T con-
tend, there is not the slightest necessity.
To indicate that T am not at all prejudiced
against Mr. Kenneally himself, I go fur-
ther and say there is no nesessity for a
paid board to eontrol the lotteries busi-
ness at all. There are plenty of public-
minded eitizens who would consider it an
honour to be appointed to deal with the
distribution of the lottery funds. They
could earry out that task easily and would
enjoy the confidence of the public. An-
other appointment made by the Govern-
ment to which I take exception was that
of Mr. Abey, who was appointed general
manager of the Agrieultural Bank. I know
that gentleman to be a very fine bank offi-
cial, hut there are a number of exceedingly
capable officers in the Agricultural Bank.
Not one of those officers had an opportun-
ity to secure promotion either to the posi-
tion of chief inspector, or to that of gen-
eral manager, although they had many
years of faithful service to their ecredit.
The Public Service inclndes many fine
men who have devoted years of their
lives in varions departments of State, and
all they have to look forward to, apart

(ASSEMBLY.]

from their salaries, is promotion in recog-
nition of good conduct and conscientions
and faithfol service in the departments in
which they have laboured. The appoint-
ment of outsiders to Governmment positions
has not only a depressing effect on the
Civil Service as a whole but is not in the
best interests of the serviee, or, what is of
more importance, of the State.

On motion by Hon. T. Moore, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 821 p.an.

Tegislative Assembly.
Tuesday, 8ih September, 1936.
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The SPEAKER. took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

ELECTORAL—SWEARING-IN OF
MEMEER.

Mr. SPEAKER: T have received the re-
turn of a writ for the vacancy in the Brown
Hill-Tvanhoe electorate caused by the accept-
ance by Frederick Charles Lee Smith of the
office of Minister for Justice and Railways.
It shows that Frederick Charles Lee Smith



